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SUBJECT: COMPLAINT BY MALAWI MISSION OVER TREATMENT OF MALAWI 
DIPLOMAT BY US CUSTOMS OFFICERS 

1 . WE HAVE RECEIVED OFFICIAL NOTE FROM MALAWI MISSION 
COMPLAINING THAT ON AUG 24 WHILE DELIVERING A CAR FOR SHIPMENT 
TO MALAWI, SECOND SECRETARY L.S. CHITSAMBA AND DRIVER 
N.B. VIRAY WERE SEARCHED BY US CUSTOMS OFFICERS, NOT- 
WITHSTANDING FACT THAT CHITSAMBA INDICATED THAT HE WAS A DIPLOMAT 
WITH MALAWI MISSION. TEXT OF LETTER OF COMPLAINT IS AS FOLLOWS 
QUOTE 

THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALAWI TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS PRESENTS IT COMPLIMENTS TO THE PERMANENT 
MISSION OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE UNITED NATIONS AND HAS 
THE HONOUR TO REPORT THE FOLLOWING INCIDENT: 

SECOND SECRETARY (INFORMATION), MR. LEMSONS. CHITSAMBA 
AND CHAUFFEUR MR. NICOMEDES B. VIRAY WENT TO DELIVER CAR 
NO. 915 DPL TO MOORE MCCORMACK PIERS OFF 23RD STREET, 

BROOKLYN, N.Y., FOR SHIPMENT TO MALAWI ON AUGUST 24, 1977. 

AS MR. CHITSAMBA AND DRIVER VIRAY WERE LEAVING THE PIERS 
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SOON AFTER HAVING DELIVERED THE CAR TO THE PIERS AUTHORITIES, 

THEY WERE STOPPED BY THREE U.S. CUSTOM OFFICERS IN A CAR 
AT 1 1 .20 A.M. THE THREE U.S. CUSTOM OFFICERS WORE DARK NAVY 
BLUE UNIFORMS. 

THE LEADERS OF THE THREE OFFICERS DEMANDED INDENTIFICATION 
CARDS WHEREBY THEY WERE SHOWN IDENTIFICATION CARDS (US) 
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17408 AND (UN) 1-1732 FOR MR. CHITSAMBA, AND (US) 1356 
AND (UN) 129 FOR DRIVER VIRAY. DISPITE THESE IDENTIFICATION 
CARDS THE LEADER OF THE CUSTOM OFFICERS 

INSISTED THAT MR. CHITSAMBA AND DRIVER VIRAY SHOULD BE SEARCHED. 

HE CLAIMED THAT HE HAD INSTRUCTIONS TO SEARCH ANYONE EXCEPT 
AMBASSADORS. MINISTERS, COUNCELLORS, AND FIRST SECRETARIES. 

SECOND SECRETARY AND BELOW WERE SUBIECT TO A SEARCH ACC- 
ORDING TO HIS INSTRUCTIONS. THE LEADER GAVE MR. CHITSAMBA 
HIS OFFICIAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER AS 527. THIS WAS INDEED 
ONE OF THE TWO NUMBERS ON THE BADGE HE WORE ON HIS LEFT 
BREAST. 

AFTER ONE OF THE OTHER TWO CUSTOM OFFICERS HAD SEARCHED THE 
CONTENTS OF A WHITE THIN PLASTIC BAG WHICH DRIVER VIRAY HAD CARRIED 
ON BEHALF OF MR. CHITSAMBA. THE SEARCH WAS DISCONTINUED 
AFTER THE CUSTOM OFFICERS SAW THAT THERE WAS NOTHING 
IN THE BAG EXCEPT SOME DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS. THE LEADER WENT 
ON TO SAY THAT MR. CHITSAMBA AND DRIVER VIRAY WERE NOT COVERED 
BY DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES ACCORDING TO HIS 
INSTRUCTIONS. HE SAID HE HAD TO CARRY OUT THE SEARCH BECAUSE 
AT THE AIRPORT (HE DID NOT NAME IT) MANY PEOPLE WITH DIPLOMATIC 
IDENTIFICATION CARDS HAD SMUGGLED A LOT OF MARIJUANA INTO THE 
COUNTRY. HE THEN AGAIN DEMANDED THE IDENTIFICATION CARDS, THE 
PARTICULARS OF WHICH WERE WRITTEN DOWN ON A OFFICIAL 
DOCUMENT. THE WHOLE INCIDENT TOOK ABOUT TEN MINUTES. 
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THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALAWI WISHES TO 
EXPRESS ITS STRONG DISPLEASURE WITH THE TREATMENT THE THREE 
US CUSTOMS OFFICERS ACCORDED TO MR. CHITSAMBA AND DRIVER VIRAY. 
AND WOULD BE GRATEFUL TO BE ADVISED THAT THE US LAW OF 
DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES DOES NOT COVER ANYONE 
BELOW THE RANK OF FIRST SECRETARY. 

THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALAWI TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS AVAILS ITSELF OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW TO 
THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE UNITED 
NATIONS THE ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. 

UNQUOTE 

2. WE HAVE REQUESTED A REPORT ON INCIDENT FROM THOMAS MAHER, 

AREA DIRECTOR, NEW YORK SEAPORT. US CUSTOMS SERVICE. 

LEONARD 
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